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MI News Service, New  
Delhi:     The Supreme Court 
on Monday observed that 
forced religious conversion 
is a "very serious issue" and 
may affect the "security of 
the country" along with the 
freedom of conscience of cit-
izens as far as religion is con-
cerned.

A bench of Justices MR 
Shah and Hima Kohli direct-
ed the Centre to file an affida-
vit on a plea seeking stringent 
steps to control 'fraudulent 
and deceitful religious con-
version'. "It is a very serious 
issue which will affect the 
security of the nation and 
freedom of religion and con-
science," said the bench as 
it posted the next hearing on 
November 28.

During Monday's hearing, 
the bench observed, "It is a 

very dangerous thing. Ev-
eryone has the freedom of 
religion. What is this forceful 
conversion?"

"There may be a freedom 
of religion, but no freedom 
of forced conversion. What 
steps has the government 
taken in ths regard? The 
government should make its 
stand clear on what action it 
proposes to take. Conversion 
is allowed under the Constitu-
tion, but not forcible conver-
sion," Justice Shah said.

Solicitor General Tushar 
Mehta, appearing for the 
Centre, told the bench that 
conversions are rampant in 
tribal areas.

"Giving rice, wheat or oth-
er things to the poor for con-
version... In tribal areas, this 
is rampant," Mehta said.

To this, Justice Shah asked 

Mehta, "Then what is the 
government doing?"

It then directed the Centre 
to file an affidavit by Novem-
ber 22 on the plea.

Dictating the order, the 
bench said, "It is better that 
Union of India may make 
their stand clear and file 
counter on what further steps 
can be taken or others to curb 
such conversation by force, 
allurement or fraudulent 
means. At the request of SG, 
(the next date of hearing on 
the plea) is posted on Novem-
ber 28. Counter affidavit to be 
filed by November 22."

The apex court made the 
observation on a plea filed by 
advocate Ashwini Kumar Up-
adhyay claiming that fraud-
ulent and deceitful religious 
conversion is rampant across 
the country and that the cen-

tral government has failed to 
contain the practice.

The plea sought directions 
to the Law Commission of In-
dia to prepare a report and a 
Bill to control "deceitful reli-
gious conversion".

It further sought a declara-
tion from the SC that fraudu-
lent religious conversion and 
conversion by intimidation, 
threats or through gifts and 
monetary benefits is in con-
travention of articles 14, 21 
and 25 of the Constitution.

The PIL said, "There is not 
even one district which is free 
of religious conversion by 
hook and cook and the carrot 
and the stick. The Centre is 
obligated to enact a country-
wide law for the same."

Earlier, the apex court had 
dismissed a similar petition 
filed by Upadhyay. 

MI News Service, Surat: All India 
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM) 
chief Asaduddin Owaisi's was greet-
ed with "Modi-Modi" chants and was 
shown black flags as he was campaign-
ing on Saturday night for his party can-
didate from the East Surat constituency 
in the upcoming assembly elections in 
Gujarat.

As Owaisi was busy campaigning 
for his party candidate, a group of BJP 
supporters holding black flags in their 
hands reached there and started shout-
ing "Modi-Modi". In videos that went 
viral on social media, the youths could 
be seen waving black flags as a mark 
of protest against the AIMIM chief in 
the city.

Owaisi, however, ignored the protest 
and appealed to people to support his 
party in the upcoming assembly elec-
tions during the rally.

"They (ruling BJP) said that they will 
bring the Uniform Civil Code. Why? 
Because they want to end the culture 

tahazeeb of minorities," the AIMIM 
chief said while addressing the public 
rally.

He said, "I want to ask BJP about the 
uniform civil code. If they (BJP) plan to 
bring the uniform civil code, then why 
don't they end disturbed (ashanti) ar-
eas."

Owaisi also criticized the ruling BJP 
government in the state and accused 
it of being anti-minorities. "They will 
never ensure the development of ar-
eas with the minority population," he 
alleged.

The AIMIM chief is scheduled to ad-
dress another public rally in Gujarat 
this evening. As many as 182 assem-
bly seats of Gujarat will to polls in two 
phases on December 1 and 5, and the 
counting of votes will take place on 
December 8. BJP is in power in the 
state for the last 27 years, and Gujarat 
is considered a BJP bastion. Both BJP 
and Congress have started declaring 
the names of their candidates.

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:     Delhi police have 
solved a six-month-old blind 
murder case, and arrested a 
man for allegedly killing his 
28-year-old live-in partner, 
chopping her body into 35 piec-
es and disposing of them at dif-
ferent places in and around the 
national capital.

The accused identified as Aft-
ab Amin Poonawalla (28), a res-
ident of Mumbai, was caught on 
Saturday on the basis of the de-
ceased's father's complaint and 
has been sent to police remand 
for five days, the police said on 
Monday. Officials said that the 
victim, identified as Shraddha 
Walker (27) from Mumbai, met 
the accused while working at a 
call center in Mumbai.

"The two got together via a 
dating app in Mumbai. They 
were in a live-in relationship for 
three years and had shifted to 
Delhi. Soon after the two shift-
ed to Delhi, Shraddha started 
pressurizing the man to marry 

her," Additional DCP-I South 
Delhi Ankit Chauhan told ANI.

"The two quarrelled fre-
quently and it used to get out 
of control. In this particular 
instance that occurred on May 
18, the man lost his temper and 
strangled her," said Chouhan.

"The accused told us that he 
chopped her into pieces and 
disposed of her parts in nearby 
areas in the jungle area of Ch-
hatarpur Enclave. He has been 
arrested and investigation is 
going on," added Chouhan.

The accused alleged-
ly chopped her body into 35 
pieces, bought a refrigerator 
and kept them in it. He later 
started disposing of the body 
pieces at different locations in 
and around Delhi during night 
hours for the next 18 days, said 
sources.

In September, the victim's 
friend informed her family 
that there was no contact with 
Shradhha for the last two and 
a half months and her mobile 

MI News Service, New  
Delhi:    The World Health 
Organisation has called for in-
creased access to quality dia-
betes education for healthcare 
workers and people living with 
diabetes as part of efforts to 
achieve access for all to quali-
ty, affordable diabetes care, on 
the occasion of World Diabetes 
Day.

According to Dr Poonam 
Khetrapal Singh, WHO Region-
al Director for South-East Asia, 
around 422 million people 
have diabetes, and 1.5 million 
deaths are directly attributed 
to diabetes every year around 

the world. "In the WHO South-
East Asia Region, more than 96 
million people are estimated 
to have diabetes, and another 
96 million to be pre-diabetic, 
causing at least 600 000 deaths 
annually. By 2045, unless ur-
gent action is taken, the preva-
lence of diabetes in the Region 
is expected to increase by 68 
per cent," Dr Poonam Khetra-
pal said.

She highlighted the serious-
ness of Diabetes and said that 
if detected late, or improperly 
managed, can lead to serious 
and life-threatening damage to 
the heart, blood vessels, eyes, 

kidneys and nerves.
She also laid down the meth-

ods to reduce the risk of type 2 
diabetes.

"The risk of type 2 diabetes 
can be reduced through regular 
and adequate physical activity, 
healthy eating, and by avoiding 
tobacco and the harmful use 
of alcohol. If developed, type 
2 diabetes can be managed 
through medication, control of 
blood pressure and lipids, and 
adherence to a healthy lifestyle. 
Type 1 diabetes, which affects 
more than 250 000 children 
and adolescents in the Region, 
cannot currently be prevented 

but can be managed. For peo-
ple living with both types of 
diabetes, access to affordable 
treatment - including insulin - 
is critical to their survival," Dr 
Khetrapal said.

According to Dr Khetrapal, 
the region continues to take 
targeted action to address dia-
betes, in line with its Flagship 
Priorities on preventing and 
controlling noncommunicable 
diseases (NCDs) and achiev-
ing universal health coverage 
(UHC), as well as its recently 
adopted Implementation Road-
map on NCD prevention and 
control 2022-2030.

MI News Service, New Delhi:  The Supreme Court 
on Monday dismissed a PIL seeking direction to de-
clare a national holiday on the birth anniversary of 
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. A bench of Chief Jus-
tice of India DY Chandrachud and Justice JB Pardi-
wala rejected the plea saying this is a matter for the 
Government of India to decide. "The best way to cel-
ebrate his contribution is by working hard just like 
he worked hard for independence," the CJI said to 
the lawyer. "You are making a mockery of the PIL ju-
risdiction. At least think what the court can do. I am 
looking at the recent spate of such petitions. What 
will Supreme Court do? Take the jurisdiction of the 
court seriously. You are also a lawyer," CJI added. 
The PIL was filed by advocate KK Ramesh seeking 
direction to declare January 23,the birth anniversa-
ry of Subhash Chandra Bose, as a national holiday.

MI News Service, Nashik:  Maharashtra An-
ti-Terrorism Squad (ATS) on Monday arrested a 
member of the banned outfit Popular Front of 
India (PFI) for alleged involvement in anti-na-
tional activities, the ATS officials said. The po-
lice have arrested him in connection with an 
FIR by Nashik ATS. The arrested person has 
been identified as Maulana Irfan Daulat Nadvi. 
Seven accused have been arrested so far in this 
regard. 

MI News Service, Dhaka:  
The World Bank Vice Presi-
dent for South Asia, Martin 
Raiser, concluded his second 
visit to Bangladesh today 
and reaffirmed the World 
Bank's continued support 
to help the country navigate 
through the current econom-
ic challenges and achieve re-
silient and inclusive growth.  
On Monday, Raiser met 
the  PM Sheikh Hasina and 
thanked her for the coun-
try’s leading role in cli-
mate change adaptation 
and disaster preparedness. 
“The World Bank is proud 
to be a part of Bangladesh’s 
tremendous development 
journey for the past 50 years. 
Bangladesh provides valuable 
insights and important lessons 
in rapid poverty reduction and 
sustained growth for many 
other countries around the 
world,” said Raiser. Raiser 
also met with the Honorable 
Finance Minister and Ban-
gladesh Bank Governor and 
discussed policy measures to 
mitigate recent global shocks 
and build economic resilience. 
They also discussed the World 
Bank’s support for Bangla-
desh’s development priorities. 
He was accompanied by Ab-
doulaye Seck, World Bank’s 
incoming Country Director 
for Bangladesh and Bhutan, 
who will assume his position 
on January 1, 2023. ‘The 
war in Ukraine, the impacts 
of the COVID pandemic, and 
the climate crisis have creat-
ed unprecedented challenges 
for the global economy. Every 
country is struggling to cope, 
and Bangladesh is no excep-
tion,” said Raiser. “Bangla-
desh can sustain rapid growth 
by strengthening macro, fiscal 
and financial sector reform 
and continuing investment in 
human capital and climate re-
silience. We are ready to lend 
our full support to these ef-
forts at this challenging time.”

Nurul Islam Khan 
We often hear about blood donation camps organized by various 
clubs and organizations. But it is very rare for a family member 
to help the patients with blood by donating blood on the occa-
sion of birthday. Yes, this is an exceptional case. The example of 
common people to help their fellow beings by sacrificing the joy 
of birthday with personal initiative is very few. Sucheta Banerjee 
alias Titli set a rare example of such social responsibility. Titli is a 
lawyer by profession. She is practicing in Kolkata High Court. On 
her birthday, all the family members donated blood in the blood 
donation camp. Some were very excited to donate blood for the 
first time in their life. Blood recipient is Howrah Narayan Hos-
pital. Voluntary blood donation camp was held at Gurudwara of 
B- garden. A total of 21 people donated blood. Titli's friends also 
enriched this camp. The cooperation of B-garden police station 
was noticeable in this camp. Prajesh Banerjee, famous journalist 
of Akash vani was present. Lawyer  Sucheta Banerjee is daugh-
ter of Prajesh Banerjee. Howrah's ACP  Mrityunjay Banerjee and 
many others were present on the occasion.
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number was also switched off. 
Her family also checked her so-
cial media accounts and found 
no updates during this period.

In November, the victim's 
father Vikash Madan Walker, 
a resident of Palghar (Maha-
rashtra), approached Mumbai 
police and lodged a missing 
person's complaint.

The accused, during ques-

tioning, confessed the crime 
and said that they fought often 
as Shraddha was pressurizing 
him for marriage.

"The accused has been ar-
rested and a case under IPC 
sections 302 (murder) and 201 
(causing disappearance of evi-
dence of an offence committed) 
has been registered at Mehrau-
li police station," officials said.


